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1949!
After he & his friends 
were caught  with a 
stolen car, Ginsberg is 
sent to Rockland State 
Psychiatric hospital 
for 9 months.  
He becomes friends 
with another young, 
Jewish, gay radical, 
Carl Solomon. 
1948!
Columbia student & 
Beat poet Allen 
Ginsberg, has 
hallucinatory visions 
of William Blake. 
1949 !
Solomon also 
undergoes electro 
convulsive therapy.  
He later writes this 
damaged his brain and  
stopped him from 
being gay. 
1955 !
Ginsberg  finishes 
HOWL on his second-
hand Remington 
typewriter & performs 
it at the famous “6 
gallery reading” Oct 7. 
1949 
Solomon is tortured by 
the psych staff. He 
spends 50 days in 
insulin induced comas 
from which he awakes 
“starving hysterical 
naked”. 
1953!
Ginsberg signs the  
consent forms for a Dr. 
to perform a lobotomy 
on his schizophrenic 
mother, Naomi. 
1956!
HOWL is published by 
City Lights Books, in 
San Francisco. The 
publisher wins 
obscenity trial 
 “Rising out of this sublime origin myth, Howl is a redemptive cry delivered by 
the union of breath and typewriter, the animate soul freed in its expression by 
the cogs of the inanimate machine.” 
 Rick Laurent Feely, Machinery & The Soul: Subjection & Salvation in HOWL 
“Where fifty more shocks will never return your soul to its body 
again from its pilgrimage to a cross in the void…”
Allen Ginsberg, HOWL
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